A survey is given of recent developments on the resummed small-x evolution, in a framework based on the renormalization group equation, of non-singlet and singlet structure functions in both unpolarized and polarized deep-inelastic scattering. The available resummed anomalous dimensions are discussed for all these cases, and the most important analytic and numerical results are compiled. The quantitative effects of these small-x resummations on the evolution of the various parton densities and structure functions are presented, and their present uncertainties are investigated. An application to QED radiative corrections is given. * Based on invited talks presented by J. A survey is given of recent developments on the resummed small-x evolution, in a framework based on the renormalization group equation, of non-singlet and singlet structure functions in both unpolarized and polarized deep-inelastic scattering. The available resummed anomalous dimensions are discussed for all these cases, and the most important analytic and numerical results are compiled. The quantitative effects of these small-x resummations on the evolution of the various parton densities and structure functions are presented, and their present uncertainties are investigated. An application to QED radiative corrections is given.
Introduction
The evolution kernels of both non-singlet and singlet, unpolarized and polarized parton densities contain large logarithmic contributions for small fractional momenta x. For unpolarized deepinelastic scattering (DIS) processes the leading small-x contributions in the singlet case behave like [1] 
where N is the Mellin variable. The leading terms for the unpolarized and polarized non-singlet and the polarized singlet cases are of the form [2, 3] 
The resummation of these terms to all orders in the strong coupling constant α s can be completely derived by means of perturbative QCD. Since infinities, such as the ultraviolet and collinear divergencies, emerging in the calculation of the higherorder corrections have to be dealt with, the only appropriate framework for carrying out these resummations is provided by the renormalization group equations. The impact of the resulting allorder anomalous dimensions on the behaviour of the DIS structure functions at small x depends as well on the non-perturbative input parton densities at an initial scale Q 2 0 . Thus the resummation * Talk presented by A. Vogt effects can only be studied via the evolution over some range in Q 2 . This evolution moreover probes the anomalous dimensions also at medium and large values of x by the Mellin convolution with the parton densities. Hence the small-x dominance of the leading terms over contributions less singular as x → 0 in the anomalous dimensions does not necessarily imply the same situation for observable quantities, such as the structure functions. These aspects need to be considered to arrive at sound conclusions about the consequences of the smallx resummations on physical quantities.
In the present paper we give a survey of the recent developments in this field. The general framework for the evolution of parton densities and structure functions is recalled in Section 2. Section 3 reviews the available results on the resummed anomalous dimensions for the various DIS processes. Numerical coefficients for their expansions in α s are compiled, as well as the analytical predictions for the most singular contributions to the 3-loop splitting functions. The issue of subleading terms is discussed, guided by the known 2-loop results. In Section 4 the numerical implication of these resummations are investigated for the various unpolarized and polarized cases. The uncertainties due to possible less singular terms and due to insufficiently constrained initial parton densities are illustrated. An application to QED radiative corrections is presented. Section 5 summarizes the main results.
The evolution equations
The twist-2 contributions to any deep-inelastic scattering structure function can be represented in general, see e.g. [4, 5] , by the three flavour nonsinglet combinations of quark densities
and the singlet quark and gluon distributions
(q r +q r ) .
Here N f denotes the number of active (massless) quark flavours. The structure functions F i (x, Q 2 ) are obtained by
a ir c i,r (x, Q 2 ) ⊗ q r (x, Q 2 )
where the factors a ij depend on the electroweak couplings, and c i,j (x, Q 2 ) denote the respective coefficient functions. Finally ⊗ stands for the Mellin convolution in the first variable, The above notation is used in a generic way for both unpolarized and polarized DIS, i.e. for the polarized case the replacements q → ∆q , q → ∆q , and g → ∆g, (6) are understood with, e.g., ∆q given in terms of the spin projections q ↑ and q ↓ via ∆q = q ↑ −q ↓ .
Correspondingly the splitting functions (see below) and the coefficient functions in eq. (4) have to be replaced. As long as the splitting functions P 2 , we will not investigate the evolution of the combination (2) separately in the following.
The evolution equations for the non-singlet and singlet combinations of the parton distributions are then given by
The splitting functions P ± NS and P S are specified below. Note that the unpolarized (polarized) quark density combinations q In the following, we will simplify the notation by dropping the subscripts 'NS' and 'S', and use the abbreviation a s ≡ α s (Q 2 )/4π for the running QCD coupling for convenience. The scale dependence of a s is governed by
where only β 0 = (11/3) C A − (4/3) T F N f and
For the numerical calculations in Section 4 we use
with Λ being the QCD scale parameter. The splitting functions and coefficient functions can be represented by the series
2 So far only for the anomalous dimension γ + NS the first moments have been calculated to 3-loop order [6] .
Unless another scheme is stated explicitly, we will always refer to the MS scheme both for renormalization and factorization, and take Q 2 as the renormalization and factorization scale.
The expansion coefficients P − l (x) and P unpol l (x) are subject to the sum rules
which are due to fermion number and energy momentum conservation, respectively. By now all the unpolarized and polarized splitting functions are completely known up to NLO, l = 1. The full expressions for their x-dependences can be found in refs. [7] - [11] . The most singular contributions as x → 0 will be displayed in Section 3.4. The parton densities are not observables beyond leading order. Hence it is convenient to consider also the evolution equations for related physical quantities, the structure functions
2 ), directly. In non-singlet cases, the allorder resummation of the leading small-x contributions has in fact been given [2] on the level of the structure function combinations
after a transformation to an equation in a s . Here, e.g., the NLO kernels can be written as
with c ± i (x) denoting the corresponding coefficient function combinations. Generally the terms ∝ a s (a s ln 2 x) l emerge in the a s expansion of the kernels K ± i (x, a s ) only in combination with the coefficient β 0 . As will be outlined below the leading small-x contributions to these kernels coincide with those of the MS splitting functions P ± l (x), since the corresponding coefficient functions c ± i,l (x) turn out to be less singular as x → 0.
3. Resummation of leading small-x terms 3.1. The non-singlet case The most singular contributions to the Mellin transforms of the all-order evolution kernels K ± (x, a s ) for the non-singlet structure functions have been obtained via
from positive and negative signature amplitudes f ± 0 (N, a s ) studied in ref. [2] (cf. Section 3.2):
Here the colour octet amplitude f
with z = N/ √ 2N c a s and D p (z) denoting the parabolic cylinder function [12] .
Expanding the resummed anomalous dimensions (17) into a series in a s and transforming (17) and (18) .
back to x-space yields the numerical coefficients shown in Table 1 . The first two terms of the resummed kernel K ± x→0 (x, a s ) agree with the leading small-x contributions of the corresponding LO and NLO splitting functions P ± (x, a s ) [13] . This expansion also reveals a significant theoretical difference between Γ Unlike the splitting functions, the coefficient functions c ± i (x, a s ) are known up to next-to-nextto-leading order (NNLO), l = 2, in the MS scheme [14, 15] . At small x they rise only as
Therefore the third expansion coefficient of K ± x→0 (x, a s ) leads to a prediction for the most singular parts of the non-singlet MS splitting functions in NNLO, P ± 2 (x), given by [13] 
All the methods of this section have been applied to QED and also comparisons with the available fixed order calculations were carried out. For details we refer to refs. [16, 17] .
The polarized singlet case
The amplitude relations of ref. [2] have been generalized to the polarized singlet case recently [3] :
Here the basic matrices are given by
Note that the matrix M 0 is the x → 0 limit of the well-known matrix of the polarized splitting functions in LO [8] . The equations for f ± 0 (N, a s ) and f + 8 (N, a s ) of Section 3.1 are entailed in these expressions by keeping only the qq-entries of the matrices (23) , and, in the '+'-case, additionally dropping the F 8 -term in eq. (21) . Also for the polarized singlet structure function g 1 (x, Q 2 ) the coefficient functions are known up to NNLO [15] , and their leading small-x behaviour is the same as in eq. (19) . The resummed leading small-x contributions to the splitting functions are thus related to F 0 (N, a s ) by
Eqs. (21) and (23) have been solved directly in terms of a series in a s in ref. [18] . Unlike the previous non-singlet case, the representation (24) is needed for the analytical N -space solution of the evolution equations here, cf. Section 4.3. Also in the present case the lowest-order expansion coefficients P x→0 0,1 (x) agree with the corresponding limit of the NLO splitting function matrices [3] . The predictions for the NNLO quantities P x→0 ij,2 read [18] :
The expansion coefficients up to l = 10 are shown in a compact numerical form in Table 2 . For a more precise representation see ref. [18] . The leading small-x off-diagonal elements of P (x, a s ) x→0 are related by
for all l. Also the case of an N = 1 supersymmetric Yang-Mills field theory, i.e. C A = C F = 1, N f = 1, and T F = 1/2, has been considered. The so-called supersymmetric relation (27) is satisfied for the small-x leading terms. In fact even more restrictive relations are fulfilled in this case, cf. ref. [18] . Finally it should be noted that there is no overlap of the present small-x resummation with the large-N f expansion [19] of the all-order splitting function matrix.
The unpolarized singlet case
Unlike the cases discussed in the previous sections, where the leading small-x singularity in the complex N plane is situated at N = 0, the corresponding poles of the anomalous dimensions for the unpolarized singlet evolution are located at N = 1. The all-order resummation of the most singular contributions as x → 0, γ L (N, a s ), to the anomalous dimensions was derived in [1] . It is found as the solution of
with
Here ψ(z) denotes the logarithmic derivative of Euler's Γ-function. γ L is a multi-valued function for complex N . The perturbative branch is selected by requiring
when solving eq. (28) . The singularity structure of the solution in the complex N plane was studied in detail in refs. [20, 21] . Finally the resummed small-x contributions γ L (N ) to the singlet anomalous dimension matrix γ(N ), related to the splitting functions in eq. (11) by
are in this approximation obtained by
The O(a s ) correction γ NL (N, a s ) to this most singular part as x → 0 have been calculated in ref. [5] for the quark anomalous dimensions γ qq,qg . In the DIS factorization scheme the matrix of these next-to-leading small-x contributions is given by
where γ NL is used as an abbreviation for the function γ DIS NL (N, a s ). It can be recursively expressed by γ L (N, a s ) and reads
with B(x, y) denoting the Beta function and
The calculation of the yet unknown gluonic entries γ gq,NL and γ gg,NL in eq. (33) is in progress [22, 23] . A first contribution to γ gg,NL ∝ N f has been determined recently [23] in the Q 0 -scheme [24, 25] , which has been introduced in the framework of k ⊥ -factorization. Both γ L and γ NL can be represented by infinite series in a s . The analytic expressions are straightforwardly obtained but are rather lengthy. The numerical size of the resulting coefficients A l and B l in the DIS scheme is illustrated in Table 3 . The matrix P (x, a s ) res of the splitting functions including the small-x resummed terms (cf. Section 4.4) beyond the complete LO and NLO matrices from the fixed-order calculations reads:
In the subsequent numerical treatment we will use the labels 'Lx' for results obtained with the leading series (A l ), and 'NLx' in the cases where the B l -terms in eq. (36) have been taken into account additionally.
Finally we list the presently available predictions from the small-x resummations for the most singular contributions P x→0 ij,2 of the NNLO splitting functions. There are no a 3 s ln 2 x terms, due to the matrix structure of eq. (32) and the vanishing of A 2 in eq. (36) . For the quark splitting s ln x terms read in the DIS scheme
The corresponding MS results are given by
and
in both schemes. Unlike the cases discussed in the previous sections, the coefficient functions contain terms as singular as the splitting functions in the MS scheme.
Less singular contributions
The terms in the splitting functions P ij and P ± , which are less singular by one (or more) powers of ln(1/x) as x → 0 than the leading contributions discussed in the previous sections, are presently unknown in almost all cases. Such subleading contributions, however, can potentially prove to be as important as the leading terms, since the splitting functions and coefficient functions enter observable quantities always via Mellin convolutions with the parton distributions.
This situation can be illustrated by a simple example, cf. ref. [24] . Consider the lowest-order gluonic contribution to the longitudinal structure function
If one replaces the term 1 − y originating from the coefficient function by its small-y approximation 1 for small values of x, the result for F g L changes by a factor of about 4 for typical parametrizations of the gluon density! Due to the Mellin convolution and the fact that g(x) becomes very large as x → 0, the coefficient function at medium and large y contributes essentially. On the other hand the coefficient function in the range y > ∼ x, where the small-y approximation is justified, samples g(x/y < ∼ 1) which is however small. Similar observations can be made for other convolutions considered in the previous sections as well.
The non-singlet '-' and the unpolarized singlet splitting functions are constrained by conservation laws, see eq. (13). The resummed contributions discussed in Sections 3.1 -3.3 do not obey these constraints, however, less singular terms restore these sum rules. Also for the cases in which the anomalous dimensions are not subject to such constraints, less singular terms with sizeable coefficients exist for example in NLO, e.g. eq. (41) .
In order to evaluate the possible impact of such terms, their numerical coefficients have to be estimated. At present the only source of information are the fully known LO and NLO splitting functions. The dominant and subdominant terms as x → 0 for the NLO anomalous dimensions are recalled in eqs. (41)-(43) . The results are presented in the general form, as well as, for easier comparison of the numerical size of the coefficients, inserting the number of active flavours as used in the numerical applications in Section 4. In the non-singlet cases one finds in the MS scheme
Note that the subleading terms are roughly of the same size in both cases, despite only one of the combinations being constrained by a sum rule.
The corresponding results for the polarized singlet case, also in the MS scheme, are given by
The first two terms of the unpolarized singlet anomalous dimensions expanded at N = 1 read in the DIS scheme
One notices that the subleading terms occur in general with signs opposite to those of the dominant ones. Their prefactors are of the same order, but in most cases a factor of about 2 to 4 larger. Thus introducing subleading terms with prefactors up to two times larger than those of the leading terms appears to yield reasonable and conservative estimates for the possible impact of subleading terms. The following modifications of the resummed anomalous dimensions Γ(N, α s ) have accordingly been studied within refs. [13, 16, 18, 20, 27] :
where the replacement N → N − 1 is understood for the case of Section 3.3. Let us finally discuss also the case of the '-' non-singlet evolution in QED. For the evolution kernel also the terms of O(α 2 ln x) were calculated for e + e − annihilation in the on-mass-shell scheme (OMS) in ref. [28] . All contributions but those due to the vacuum polarization diagram cancel in this order. One obtains
Unlike for most of the examples discussed above, in this particular case the term being suppressed by one order in ln x has thus a smaller coefficient than the leading singular contribution.
Numerical consequences

The unpolarized non-singlet case
The evolution equations (14) for the non-singlet combinations of structure functions can be solved analytically in Mellin-N space. Taking into account the resummed kernels K ± x→0 of eq. (16) in addition to the full splitting functions up to NLO, the solution can be written as [13, 16] 
and a 0 = a s (Q 2 0 ). Hereγ 
The NLO evolution of F ± (N, a s ) can be recovered from eq. (46) by expanding the exponential to first order in a s and a 0 . The inverse Mellin transformation of the final results back to x-space is performed by a numerical integral in the complex N -plane, see e.g. ref. [29] .
The remaining quadrature in (46) can be performed analytically for the '+'-case [16] , and has to be done numerically for the '-'-combinations involving the parabolic cylinder function
Additional information can be obtained by expanding the resummed kernels Γ + (N, a s ) and Γ − (N, a s ) in a s , in the latter case using the asymptotic expansion of D p (z) [12] .
The evolution of the '-'-combination
for an isoscalar target N and the '+'-combination
have been investigated in refs. [13, 16] . As in all other numerical examples displayed below, the reference scale for the evolution (46) is chosen as Q . Even at these extremely small values of x, the effect of the resummed anomalous dimensions stays at the level of 1% or below. This is in striking contrast to the expectation of ref. [31] , where corrections of up to factors of 10 in the HERA kinematical regime were anticipated. Moreover the resummation effects remain very sensitive to presently unknown terms less singular as x → 0 in the splitting functions. This is illustrated by the impact of the prescription (B) of eq. (44), which removes as much as about two thirds of the resummation effect even at asymptotically low x.
Another interesting issue is the a s -expansion of the resummed kernel Γ The asymptotic series for the '-'-case leads to a good approximation at x > ∼ 10 −6 , but starts to diverge below. In the '+'-case, on the other hand, the Taylor series converges in the whole x-range considered. In both cases the next two terms beyond NLO, l = 3, contribute more than 90% of the final resummation effect, again even down to x = 10 −15 . The reduced stability for F ep 2 − F en 2 around x = 10 −7 is immaterial, since ∆f changes sign here.
The polarized non-singlet case
The solution of the evolution equations proceeds in the same way as in the previous section, see eqs. (46)-(48). The present case is however practically even more interesting. Firstly the nonsinglet structure functions are, unlike in the unpolarized case, not a priori suppressed versus their singlet counterparts at very low x. Secondly the shapes of the polarized parton densities are not well established yet [33] by the experimental results. This is illustrated in Figure 4 , where the small-x extrapolations of the structure function g [34] and [35] .
At small x the valence quark densities of CW [34] The effect of the resummed anomalous dimensions Γ ± x→0 (17) has been investigated in refs. [13, 16] for the '-'-combination
Here also the '+'-case of the γZ-interference structure function [36] is considered:
The resummation corrections for g For the relatively flat CW input [34] , the resummation effect on g ep 1 − g en 1 reaches 15% at x = 10 −5 . However, in the restricted kinematical range accessible in possible future polarized electron-polarized proton collider experiments at HERA [37] , it amounts to only 1% or less. For the steeper GRSV initial distributions [35] , the effect is of order 1% or smaller in the whole x range, as in the unpolarized cases considered above. Hence also here the results do not come up to previous expectations of huge corrections up to factors of 10 or larger [32] in the HERA range. The outcome is very similar for g ep 5,γZ , see Figure 6 . As for the unpolarized non-singlet structure functions, the resummation results also in the polarized cases are not stable against possible subleading contributions in the higher-order anomalous dimensions. With respect to the a s expansions of the kernels Γ ± x→0 (17) the situation is also similar to the unpolarized cases.
The polarized singlet case
The solution for the singlet part of the evolution equation (8) cannot be given in a closed form beyond leading order. This difference to the nonsinglet case is due to the non-commutativity of the splitting functions matrices P l (x) in eq. (11) for different orders in the strong coupling a s . Thus the solution has to be written down as a power series in a s , in N -space resulting in
as a0
Here γ 0 (N ) is related to the matrix of the LO splitting function P 0 (x) as in eq. (47), and as before a 0 = a s (Q 2 0 ). The singlet evolution matrices U l (N ) can be expressed in terms of the anomalous dimensions γ k≤l (N ). Technical details can be found in ref. [27] . The numerical consequences of the resummation in Section 3.2 on the polarized parton densities and the structure functions g have been adopted from the GRSV 'standard' parametrization [35] . The evolution has been performed for Λ MS (N f = 4) = 200 MeV, and -different from all other cases shown in this paperwith only three active quark flavours in the splitting functions [35, 38] , i.e. ∆Σ is given by ∆Σ = ∆u + ∆ū + ∆d + ∆d + ∆s + ∆s .
As in the corresponding non-singlet '-'-case, the expanded solution (53) Figure 7 , but for the polarized gluon momentum distribution x∆g. As in the previous figure, the Q 2 -values in the legend are ordered according to the sequence of the curves at small x. Figures 7 and 8 show that the resummation effects are much larger for ∆Σ and ∆g than for the non-singlet quantities considered in Section 4.2, as to be expected from the comparison of the expansion coefficients in Tables 1 and 2 . E.g., the ratio of the (unsubtracted) resummed results to the NLO evolution amounts to about 1.72 (1.64) for ∆Σ (∆g) at Q 2 = 10 GeV 2 and x = 10 −4 . Also illustrated in these figures [by the results for the prescription '(B)' in eq. (44)] is the possible impact of the yet uncalculated terms in the higher-order anomalous dimensions which are down by one power of N with respect to the resummed leading pieces as N → 0. The effect of these additional terms can be very large, in the present example the resummation correction beyond NLO is practically cancelled. The small-x evolution depends strongly also on the virtually unknown [33] gluon input density. This is obvious from Table 3 , where the resummed results of Figures 7 and 8 are compared at two representative values of x and Q 2 to those obtained by evolving in the same way the 'minimal ∆g' and 'maximal ∆g' distributions of GRSV [35] . The variations are up to a factor of almost 5 (10) for ∆Σ (∆g), respectively. Thus both the unknown less singular terms in the anomalous dimensions and the present bounds on ∆g, which are rather weak still, are the dominant sources of uncertainty at small x.
The unpolarized singlet case
The solution of the evolution equations for the unpolarized singlet parton densities is analogous to the polarized case considered in the previous section, see eq. (53). The present case is specialand has therefore attracted much interest over the past years -since only here precise measurements have been performed for small x, at HERA [40] . The quantitative impact of the resummation discussed in Section 3.3 has been studied for parton distributions and structure functions in refs. [20] and [27] . The latter analysis confirms and extends the former one. Related investigations have been carried out in refs. [26, 39] .
Below the results are shown for initial distributions which, although representing a somewhat simplified input, incorporate all features relevant to this study in a sufficiently realistic way, especially the small-x powers as supported by HERA structure function data [40] . Specifically, we take in the DIS factorization scheme at Q 2 0 = 4 GeV 2 :
The evolution is performed for four active (massless) flavours, using Λ MS (N f = 4) = 250 MeV. The (SU(3)-symmetric) sea is assumed to carry 15% of the proton's momentum at the input scale; together with the sum rules this fixes the prefactors A i . Figures 9 and 10 compare the resummation results separately for the Lx [1] and NLx [5] series (c.f. Section 3.3) to the standard NLO evolution. In the Lx case, as expected from the matrix structure in eq. (32), the main effect is exerted on the gluon density xg. The impact on the quark evolution is rather moderate. Specifically, the ratio to the NLO results amounts to about 1.3 (1.03) for xg (xS), respectively, at Q 2 = 10 GeV 2 and x = 10 −4 , taking the prescription '(A)' of eq. (44) for restoring the energy-momentum sum rule. Including also the NLx quark terms [5] , on the other hand, results only in a small further modification of the gluon evolution, whereas the quark distributions are drastically affected. The ratios to the NLO results now read 1.3 (3.1) for xg (xS) under the same conditions as before. A flavour of the possible importance of presently unknown less singular terms in the higher-order anomalous dimensions is provided by the difference of the results of the choices '(A)' and '(D)' in eq. (44). Such terms can be vitally important, like in the polarized case studied in the previous section. As obvious from the figures not even the sign of the deviation from the NLO evolution can be taken for granted. Figure 10: As in Figure 9 , but for the unpolarized gluon momentum distribution xg.
QED non-singlet radiative corrections
The resummation of the O(α ln 2 x) terms may also yield non-negligible contributions to QED radiative corrections [16] . This has been investigated recently for the case of initial-state radiation in deep inelastic eN scattering. In the range of large y the effect can reach around 10% of the differential Born cross section [17] , see Figure 11 . These terms are not covered by the higher order resummations studied so far [41, 42] and reduce their effect [17] . Yet the complete NLO corrections for this process are not known and the size of less singular terms at O(α 2 ) and their impact on the QED corrections is still to be determined (see, however, eq. (45)). For the corresponding corrections to σ(e + e − → µ + µ − ) near the Z-peak the situation is different. Since there the QED correction are completely known up to O(α 2 ) [28] , a correction due to the resummation of the O(α l+1 ln 2l x) terms is only necessary for the terms beyond two loop order, as in the QCD cases considered before. A numerical study of these effects can also be found in ref. [17] .
Summary
The resummations of the leading small-x terms in both unpolarized and polarized, non-singlet and singlet anomalous dimensions have been discussed. At NLO the results agree with those found for the most singular terms as x → 0 in fixed-order calculations. The so-called supersymmetric relation is satisfied by the results for the most singular small-x terms to all orders, again for both the unpolarized and polarized cases. These resummations allow the prediction of the leading x → 0 contributions to the 3-loop (NNLO) anomalous dimensions in the MS scheme [5, 13, 16, 18] . The coefficient functions are less singular for the non-singlet and polarized singlet cases up to NNLO, O(α 2 s ). For the non-singlet structure functions the corrections due to the α s (α s ln 2 x) l contributions are about 1% or smaller in the kinematical ranges probed so far and possibly accessible at HERA including polarization [13, 16] . The non-singlet QED corrections in deep-inelastic scattering resumming the O(α ln 2 x) terms can reach values of up to 10% at x ≈ 10 −4 and y > 0.9 [17] . In the singlet case very large corrections are obtained for both unpolarized and polarized parton densities and structure functions [18, 20, 27] . As in the non-singlet cases possible less singular terms in the higher order anomalous dimensions, however, are hardly suppressed against the presently resummed leading terms in the evolution: even a full compensation of the resummation effects cannot be excluded.
To draw firm conclusions on the small-x evolution of singlet structure functions also the next less singular terms have to be calculated. Since contributions even less singular than these ones may still cause relevant corrections, it appears to be indispensable to compare the corresponding results to those of future complete three-loop calculations.
